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Lake Worth teacher relishes the ‘aha’
moments with special-needs students

The
the
outr
fron
rece
ly:

Faran Fagen

Part
and
hard
an e
Love
pass
leav
stup
othe
spee
ities
tual
dy, t
unab
lice,
and
catio
at th
Bad
the
Road
viola
lice.
polic
bee
her
eyes
had
hou
tion
aske
ety t
the
test
forg
equ
lette
ed f
she
Unla
scre
ual o
200
beg
polic
she
ing h
extr
advi

Special to Palm Beach Post
USA TODAY NETWORK

Her favorite moment as a teacher of
children with special needs is when her
kids return from summer break in the
fall and run up and give her big hugs.
“Those hugs are the best,” said Stephanie Quinto, in her ninth year at the
Yad Hebrew School in Palm Beach
County. “I love being able to connect
with my students.”
Quinto, a 2006 graduate of Palm
Beach Central High, spent her teen
years volunteering for the J.N. Somers
Yad Hebrew School for Children with
Special Needs of the Friedman Commission for Jewish Education. The Sunday religious and Hebrew school is a department of the Jewish Federation of
the Palm Beaches.
When Quinto was a sophomore in
high school, Sandi Gladding, a family
friend and Yad teacher then and now,
called Quinto to ask whether she’d be
interested in volunteering with Yad.
“I’ve known Sandi since I was 5 years
old, and she thought I would enjoy volunteering,” Quinto said. “I went, truly
not knowing what to expect and instantly fell in love. I loved working with
the young children and sharing Judaic
studies with them. I loved supporting
them and helping them with their projects one-on-one.”
She attended Florida State University for five years, and graduated with
her master’s in Exceptional Student
Education. She moved back home, and
about a year later, Yad was looking for a
new teacher.
“The transition was seamless, and
being back at Yad felt like coming home
to where it all started,” said Quinto, who
now lives in Lake Worth Beach with her
husband, John, and their two daughters.
Her favorite aspect of the Yad school
is that the children start at age 4 and atStephanie Quinto helps a student at the Yad Hebrew School show off a project.
See NEIGHBOR, Page 11D

June 18, 2021 12:07 pm (GMT -4:00)

Jup

PROVIDED

Powered by TECNAVIA

See

license plate that was attached to it was

man did just that as he was consuming

Palm Beach Post - 06/17/2021

Neighbor
Continued from Page 12D

tend through age 22.
“I’ve gotten to know many of our students for most of their childhood, and
it’s beautiful to watch them as they grow
up,” Quinto, 33, said.
Like many schools this past year, the
Yad has been a zoom-run program. Her
biggest success during the pandemic
was engaging students in many ways
throughout the lessons.
“I utilized videos, interactive quizzes,
verbal and nonverbal methods of responding, demonstrations and breakout rooms,” Quinto said. “Coming up
with new and exciting ways to engage
the kids during virtual learning was a
success.”
Quinto taught in the Palm Beach
school district from 2011 to 2017 at a few
different schools, most recently at Sunset Palms Elementary. When she had
her oldest daughter in 2017, she decided
not to return to full-time teaching, but
continue working at Yad on Sundays.
The Yad was her “connection to the
classroom,” she said. She also does private tutoring throughout the week.
She’s currently a student at the Family Sleep Institute, becoming a certified
Child Sleep Consultant.
“In my soul, I’m a teacher, and this is
another avenue for me to teach and help
families,” Quinto said.
But her greatest satisfaction as a
teacher comes from those “aha” moments from her students at the Yad
school.
“I love seeing their constant progress, big or small,” Quinto said.
Who is your hero?
My mom. She’s the most loving, generous person I know and I strive every
day to be the mother she is.
What are your hobbies?
Listening to books on audible, read-

June 18, 2021 12:07 pm (GMT -4:00)

1DSHEXOJH
.LQJO\
´BBBR·FORFN
VFKRODUµ
Page : DS11
24 Estate starter
*HRUJLDIRURQH
2SSRVLQJFDPS
-HDQ3LHUUH
$XPRQWILOP
*HQHUDO$UQROG
LQIRUPDOO\
:HVWRI+ROO\ZRRG
,FHODQGLFVDJD
6DOHDEEUHYLDWLRQ
37 Christopher Fry
play
$WWDFNYHUEDOO\
2XWVLGHSUHIL[
%LUWKULJKWVHOOHU
3LWFKHU%OXH
$7XUQHU
BBBRINLQ
$QJHU
:RUNHGRYHU
)RUPHU.UHPOLQ
ILJXUH
3XESLQW
7HQQHVVHH
Williams play
3KRQLFSUHFHGHU
2QWKHVXPPLW
´7KLUW\VRPHWKLQJµ
star
861$JUDGXDWH
-RKQ&OHHVH
PRYLHZLWK´$µ
6D\IXUWKHU
6FRUFK
77 FHG&KLHI
*UHHQVSDQ

&RS
$VLD
0LG
6RP
3RO
+DU
.HU
191
&XU
::
5HF
5LS
*XL
0RY
5LP
6LOY
6FK
6RL
1XW
'LOLJ
$XG
DGMH
&RO
PLOL
'UD
ODQJ
´7R
$UQ
131 Sam
9HU
SODQ
133 Sit

1 Pho
,ULVK
UHV
´7K
4XH
VFUH

Stephanie Quinto PROVIDED

ing parenting articles, baking, spending
time with my family, exercising.
What do you do to get away or take
a break?
Work out or have lunch with a friend.
What’s your favorite book and
why?
So hard to choose but anything by
Mitch Albom. His books are thoughtprovoking and I love that most of them
are based on real people and their stories.
What is the best advice you ever
received?
My grandfather always told me “everything happens for the best,” not for a
reason but “for the best,” and I try to remember that every day.
What is your favorite memory?
The birth of my daughters, Stella
Quinto (4) and Brooklyn Quinto (2).
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